
 
2019 – 2020 WGAZ Proposals 

 
 
Policy Proposal #1 
Submitted by: Mellanie Risch    
 
Proposal:  
All medalists in the AA class for colorguard will be automatically sent to the promotions 
committee to be reviewed.  
 
Rationale: 
The AA class was meant to be an educational/learning class. This will help prevent groups who 
are ready to move into the National A class from staying in AA. 
 
Financial Impact: 
None 
 
_______________________________________________________________  
 
Policy Proposal #2 
 
Peter Wood 
 
Current Policy: 
2.15 Critique will be available after each WGAZ contest, with exception to Friday night 
competitions.  Critique after championships can be available upon request for those units 
attending WGI championships. 
 
Proposal: 
2.15 Critique will be available after each WGAZ contest.  Critique after championships can be 
available upon request for those units attending WGI championships. 
 
Rationale: 
our mission statement is "to foster growth and quality in the performing arts by offering 
exceptional performance and educational opportunities for our community."  Not offering the 
opportunity for critique is not only in direct conflict of our mission statement, but it is also 
critical for the education & development of our ensembles.  By not offering the opportunity to 
attend critique to members that choose to attend a show on a Friday night, we are doing those 
ensembles a huge disservice. 
 
Financial Impact: 
None 
 
 



 
 
Bylaw Proposal #3 
Name: Evan Dixon 
 
Current Bylaw or Policy: 
Current doesn't exist 
 
Proposal: 
Section 6.4.5 If a candidate is running unopposed after both nominations and “from the floor” 
nominations have closed, no vote is required and the candidate is elected.    
 
Rationale: 
It seems that the last election had an interesting outcome where all nominated ran unopposed.  
However, we still voted. This could be avoided if this was in place.  
 
Financial Impact: 
None 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________  
  
 
Policy Proposal #4 
Name: Anaiis Hurtado 
 
Current Bylaw or Policy: 
None 
 
Proposal: 
To add a Bylaw stating the following:  All units wishing to compete in WGAZ Championships 
must attend a WGAZ show within the first 3 weeks of the competing season. Week 1 would be 
considered the first scored competition of the season. The exemption would be Elementary, 
Prep, and Junior High classes. 
 
Rationale: 
There is not enough attendance from groups early on in the season and this would help get 
groups to come out. It also helps the promotion committee to be able to classify groups into 
their correct classes earlier on in the season. 
 
Financial Impact: 
The board would have to take in consideration show locations so that they are appropriate for 
the groups that are far, and have to travel to meet this requirement. 
 
 



 
 
Policy Proposal #5 
Name: Cari Eng 
 
Current Bylaw or Policy: 
Policy currently does not exist...to be entered with contest procedures in the policies and 
procedures manual.  
 
Proposal: 
Equipment inspections will occur prior to a unit entering the warmup gym. The purpose of 
equipment inspection is for the adult volunteer to suggest to the unit director what 
adjustments should be made to properly pad equipment to the best their knowledge and 
training. Unit directors are responsible for knowing and following the WGI equipment policy 
(4.1) which states:  "For the protection of the facilities, especially wooden competition floors 
and easements, all equipment and props must be properly prepared to assure that damage of 
the facilities will not occur. All equipment will be subject to inspection. Any damage to the 
facility (wheels on carts locking, improperly prepared equipment, etc.) that may occur will be 
the responsibility of the color guard. PENALTY: Two-point (2.0) penalty per piece of improperly 
prepared equipment and/or prop. " Understanding that the Timing and Penalty judge with 
approval from the Contest Administrator will ultimately decide if equipment is properly 
prepared and will assess all penalties whether or not the adult volunteer suggested to the 
director to make an adjustment or not.    
 
Rationale: 
In past seasons the equipment inspection has been inconsistent. Sometimes it occurs before 
warmup and sometimes it is right before students enter the performance floor. The time prior 
to entering the performance gym is stressful enough for performers and directors. Having 
inspection occur prior to warmup will allow for consistency and a more positive experience for 
performers.   This policy also outlines that an adult volunteer should be placed at this position. 
At some competitions this job was given to a young student with very little training.  In 
addition, I think it is important to acknowledge that though we have inspection, the T and P 
judge is the only one that can assess a penalty and ultimately the unit director is responsible for 
ensuring equipment is correctly prepared per the WGI policy.   Lastly, while the WGI policy is 
included within this new policy, it is rather vague as to what constitutes "proper padding". I 
would suggest the T and P judge or a committee add further details as to what we deem 
"proper padding" for each piece of equipment as well as props that touch the ground. 
 
 
Financial Impact: 
None 
 


