
MEET YOUR CONTEST
STAFF

Scooter Spicer
Contest Director

NTCA has been an extension 

of Scooter’s life since 1996 

as he’s served in the roles 

of performer, instructor, 

Vice-President of the circuit, 

DQG�QRZ�&RQWHVW�'LUHFWRU��
He’s instructed guard at 

many local high schools in 

'):�LQFOXGLQJ�)RVVLO�5LGJH��
7ULQLW\��*DUODQG��5RZOHWW��
McKinney, McKinney North, 

'HVRWR��DQG�:D[DKDFKLH�WR�
name a few. He is currently 

the Principal for a school 

in Oak Cliff (Grades Pre-K through 8) but also taught 

high school Computer Science, entrusted as a testing 

coordinator, and worked as an Assistant Principal over 

WKH�ODVW�VHYHQWHHQ�\HDUV��'XH�WR�WKH�GHPDQGLQJ�UROH�RI�
Principal, Scooter has not continued teaching guard. 

+RZHYHU��VHUYLQJ�DV�D�&RQWHVW�'LUHFWRU�DOORZV�KLP�WR�
be part of a great activity that he’s loved for over three 

decades.

Michelle Hernandez
Timing & Penalty Judge

Michelle joined NTCA 
during the 2019 season 
as a timing and penalty 
judge. She’s been part of the 
colorguard world for thirty 
years, performing with 
groups such as Nouveau, 
an independent group from 
the TCGC circuit. Michelle 
then worked as a technician 
with Millenia while also 
beginning her T&P career 
with TCGC and WGI. She 
also served as a contest 

director for TCGC for many years. Michelle enjoys the 
creativity of all the wonderful directors in our circuit. 
:KHQ�QRW�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�ćRRU�IRU�ERWK�17&$�DQG�:*,��
Michelle works as an Operations Manager for a transport 
company in Houston, Texas.

Ryder Sutton
Tabulator

5\GHU�MRLQV�XV�IRU�
his third season 
with NTCA, and has 
performed duties 
from Unit Check-
In to Tabulator, as 
well as Timing & 
Penalty Judging. He 
is currently a student 
at the University of 
North Texas, pursuing 
a degree in Media Arts. 

:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�17&$�KDV�SURYLGHG�5\GHU�ZLWK�
the means of remaining in touch with an activity 
WKDW�KH�WUXO\�ORYHV�DQG�UHVSHFWV��5\GHU�KDV�
previously marched one season with Boswell 
High School, and two seasons with Vigilante 
Indoor Percussion.

André Almendariz
Unit Check-In Representative

Andre has been part of 
NTCA for the last eight 
years both as a performer, 
director, and now staff 
member. He currently 
directs the Kennedale High 
School guard program and 
volunteers with WGI at 
their local events. He was 
part of the low brass section 
DW�0DQVĆHOG�/HJDF\�+LJK�
School in both marching 
and concert band, and 
also performed in their 

colorguard program. Andre went on to perform with Black 
Gold Winterguard for three seasons and The Academy 
'%&��+H�ORYHV�JLYLQJ�EDFN�WR�KLV�FRORUJXDUG�FRPPXQLW\�
through NTCA and WGI, that gave so much to him over 
the years. Andre is committed to instilling a love of the art 
in the next generation of performers and educators.

Eric Barnes
Sound Engineer/Announcer

2020 is Eric’s second year 
as Sound/Announcer for 
the NTCA Circuit. He comes 
with years of experience 
in the marching arts. He 
was a member of the 
marching band throughout 
high school, then went on 
to march with the Pride 
of Oklahoma, and played 
on the tuba line with the 
%OXH�.QLJKWV�'UXP�DQG�
Bugle Corps. Currently, 
he’s traveling the country 
supporting his wife in her 

career as a traveling Physical Therapist. Eric is a past band 
director and enjoys the connection NTCA provides to both 
students and the activity. He believes that the greatest 
part of NTCA is witnessing the incredible improvement 
from each performance group throughout the season. 


